
September 2019

Welcome to  
Parents Information Evening

Mr Longden – Head teacher
Mr Magee – Key Stage Four Director of Progress

Mrs Palmer – Year 9 Guidance Manager



OFSTED 2019
“The leadership team has maintained the good quality of 

education in the school since the last inspection. Your principled 
and determined leadership has created a caring and stimulating 
ethos in the school that enables pupils to make strong progress 
and achieve well.” 

“You and your highly effective leadership team are ambitious for 
pupils and carefully consider their best interests in everything you 
do.”



GCSE Results 2019
Once again, we are very proud of all our students, who have achieved another 
excellent set of results.  Both pupils and staff have risen to the challenge of the more 
difficult GCSEs and turned in some exceptional performances. 

English and Maths results continue to be of a very high standard.  Provisional results 
show over 70% and 80% of pupils achieved a grade 9 to 4 in English and Maths 
respectively; with 70% achieving a grade 9 to 4 in both subjects. 

There has also been a very strong performance in Science with 71% of pupils 
achieving two grade 4s or higher in the subject.  The performance of the triple 
sciences was some of the best in the school with over 35% of pupils achieving grade 
9 to 7 in Biology, Chemistry and Physics.

The performance of the core subjects combined with very strong attainment in the 
Humanities and Modern Foreign Languages has seen the school achieve a very 
strong figure of 21% this year for the more rigorous Ebacc, where a grade 5+ is 
required in all elements



The task ahead is to continue…

• Raise the bar in terms of standards

• Strengthen the learning culture across the school

• Continue our excellent pastoral care and support

• Strive for “Personal Best” in all we do

• The success and care of all our young people at the centre of 
all we do



“PERSONAL BEST”

We are a school that strives for excellence and personal best in all 
that we do. We aim to provide a holistic and inclusive educational 

experience for all our young people. 



English 
It is essential that all pupils have their own copy of the English
Literature set texts they are studying, so they can make their own
notes.

Year 9 students will not be expected to do this until the start of Year
10. Parents will be informed of the text titles at the start of year 10.

Exams:

Language Literature

Paper 1: Fiction reading and writing: 40% 19th Century Novel & Shakespeare: 40%

Paper 2: Non-fiction: 60% Modern Text & Poetry: 60%



Maths 

All Pupils will sit three GCSE papers (AQA). Each paper is 1 hour 30 
minutes long and is worth 33.33% of the final GCSE grade. 

Paper 1: Non-calculator

Paper 2: Calculator

Paper 3: Calculator

Each paper consists of a mix of question styles, from short, single-
mark questions to multi-step problems. The mathematical demand 
increases as a pupil progresses through the paper. 



Science

Pupils will be studying either:

- Combined Science (which will result in two GCSEs)

- Triple Science (which will result in three GCSEs)

Mrs Kerwood will send information home about how to purchase 
revision guides.

s.kerwood@toynbee.hants.sch.uk

mailto:s.kerwood@toynbee.hants.sch.uk


Computer Science

100% exam + NEA (Non-Examined Assessment)

Component Marks Duration Weighting

Computer systems (01) 80 1 hour 30 mins 50% Calculators not allowed

Computational thinking, 
algorithms and programming (02)

80 1 hour 30 mins 50% Calculators not allowed

NEA is a programming project to develop their practical ability in the skills developed in
components 01 and 02. Students are required to spend 20 hrs in the classroom on the
programming task.

IT rooms are available after school for the students to complete all tasks.

Revision Guides and a specific Programming guide are available through the school.



Design and Technology
Controlled Assessment 50% Exam 50%

Year 9 will consist of  3 units of study:

Timber: Games & Puzzles

Electronics: Amplifier

Fabrics & Fibres: Dress Down

They will cover material Theory within each unit and of unit tests 
will form part of termly assessments.

An online text book is available to support them throughout the 
course and can be used for critical revision in year 11.  A letter will 

be handed out in lessons. 



Art 
60% coursework and 40% Exam.

Coursework will start in year 9 and continue into the first 4 months of year 
11. 

The GSCE exam consist of around 20 lessons plus 10 homework's to prepare 
for the exam.  Preparation work is worth 75% of the grade.

The exam takes place over two days where they will make a final piece in 
response to their preparation.

Timetabled catch up sessions will be available after school.

Art materials are available to purchase for homework.



Geography

100% Exam

Physical paper 1hr 30m - 35% of final mark

Human paper 1hr 30m - 35% of final mark

Geographical application paper 1hr 15m - 30% of final mark

Revision guides will be available to purchase soon however other 
valuable revision material will be made available to your child 
throughout the course by their teacher. Please encourage your 

child to organise and store these resources until the end of their 
GCSEs.



History

100% Exam 
Exam board:  Eduqas

Paper 1 (2 hours): Conflict and Upheaval 1337 – 1381 (25%) 
USA Nation of Contrasts 1910 – 1929 (25%)

Paper 2 (2 hours): Germany 1919 – 1991 (15%)
Changes in Health and Medicine c.500 – present day  (35%)

Pupils will be given revision booklets and question booklets produced by 
the school at the start of each unit.



MFL

100% exam

• Reading (25%) 
• Writing (25%) 
• Listening (25%)
• Speaking (25%) 

Useful revision sites are memrise.com and quizlet.  Pupils need to 
revise vocabulary on a weekly basis.  CGP AQA revision guide will be 

available to purchase through the school. 



Religious Studies

Component 1:Religious, Philosophical and Ethical Studies in the 
Modern World
• Written examination: 2 hours

• 50% of qualification

Component 2: Study of Christianity
• Written examination: 1 hour

• 25% of qualification

Component 3: Study of Islam
• Written examination: 1 hour

• 25% of qualification



Dance 

Component 1 – Performance and Choreography 60% practical. 
Performance: (30% of GCSE – 40 marks: 15 marks for set 
phrases and 25 marks duet /trio performance). 

Choreography: (30%of GCSE – 40 marks)

Component 2 - Written paper – (1 ½ hours) 40% theory



Year 9 Drama

Component 1 – Written exam 40%

Component 2a – Devising Portfolio 30% 

Component 2b – Devising Performance 10%

Component 3 – Scripted Performance 20%

• Pupils are expected to rehearse at least once after school in the lead up to 
practical assessments. This is their revision for practical elements. 

• It is imperative that the devising portfolio is completed to the best of their 
ability and handed in on time – it is a key part of this course. 

• Pupils will need to buy 2 textbooks and a revision guide to support their 
work. A letter will be going home soon.

• Parents will also receive a letter shortly regarding theatre trips this year 
(needed for the written exam).



Music 

Component 1: Theory (40%). Pupils can access music theory lessons on GCSE 
POD and BBC bitesize to support the work done in lessons. They have also been 
given information about our additional music theory class (paid for in the same 
way as instrumental lessons).

Component 2: Performance (30%). Pupils should be attending 
instrumental/vocal lesson and rehearsing regularly. They should also have an 
ensemble which they rehearse with on a regular basis. 

Component 3: Composition (30%). Throughout this year pupils will be learning 
to compose in a variety of musical styles. The music room is available for them 
to work on additional compositions every day after school.



Exam Course Physical Education

GCSE PE

60% Exam (2 exams in June of Y11)

30% Practical assessment (3 sports)

10% Written coursework

GCSE Sport Studies

25% Exam (January of Y11, can retake in June of Y11)

25% Practical assessment (2 sports)

25% Written coursework (Sports Industry) 

25% Written coursework (Sports Leadership)



Core PE
1 lesson per week

Grouped into Games / Aesthetics / Lifestyle until Easter

Summer sports during the summer term

All students are expected to take a full part in core PE lessons.

Notes signed by home when excused

Expected to still wear PE kit for lessons when excused



From September 2015 all schools will be required to 
work with Hampshire County Council to take legal 

action if (444A & 444B Education Act 1996)

1. A child has unauthorised absence for 10 or more sessions.

2. A child is continually late to school and this lateness is unauthorised for 
10 or more sessions.

Session = a half day
School starts at 8.45am
Please check our website for further details



ATTENDANCE – EVERY DAY COUNTS!

WELL DONE! WORRYING SERIOUS CONCERNS

WHERE ARE YOU? WHERE ARE YOUR TEAM?
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Did you know?

Being 15 minutes 

late each day is the 

same as missing two 

weeks of school!
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• It’s convenient and effective 

• It will help you organise your child’s learning 

• Works anywhere - on mobile tablet, computer



GCSE Pod: Introductory video

file://ernie/admin-share$/GCSE Pod/Student and Teacher Introduction.mp4
file://ernie/admin-share$/GCSE Pod/Student and Teacher Introduction.mp4










Moving On

Pupils must stay in some form of education or training until 
their 18th birthday.

Pupils’ options are: 

• full-time education – e.g.. at a school or college

• an apprenticeship or traineeship

• part-time education or training - as well as being 
employed, self-employed or volunteering for 20 hours or 
more a week 



Pathways

Higher Education

Further Education

GCSE

Vocational

A Level

Vocational

Apprenticeship

Employment with 
training

Employment

Apprenticeship

Employment with 
training

Options

14
Options

16
Options

18



Careers at Toynbee 

Careers Lead Mrs C Thwaites 
Careers Advisor Mr Stephen Pattle

Online resources available through the website 
Looking to get parental involvement to share their 

careers experience and expertise
Building up an ‘employable me’ portfolio



Developing the skills needed 
for employment .
Looking at transferable skills .
Building up a rounded pupil 
alongside academic 
achievement .
Being prepared for the future 
world of work .
Many of the jobs Yr 9 pupils 
will be doing have not yet 
been established and may not 
even exist .

PDL days will also work to 
develop teamwork and 
communication 23rd June 
2020 



Looking ahead

Post-18

UCAS Website – One Stop Shop:

All courses

All Universities

Admission guidance

www.ucas.ac.uk

http://www.ucas.ac.uk/


English Maths

PE

Option 1

The big picture: KS4

Science

Option 2 Option 3 Option 4



New GCSEs

• A national agenda designed to ‘raise 
the bar’

• New specifications in all subjects

• Less coursework: more final exam 
focused



Old GCSE
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The Key Stage

At Toynbee GCSE’s are studied over three 
years. As a Progress Director I will have a 
specific focus for each of these:

• Year 9 - Setting the correct learning 
environment

• Year 10 - Focus on the Mocks

• Year 11 - supporting revision and achieving 
target grades



Target Grades

At Key Stage 4 each student is set 
a Projected GCSE Outcome.  

This is derived from prior 
attainment data, national value 
added statistics and the 
professional judgement of teachers. 



GCSE Assessment

• Each student will receive an attitude 
grade between 1 and 4

• An Attitude Grade of a 3 indicates that 
the student has a positive approach to 
their learning.

• Each student will receive a current 
attainment grade which should be in line 
with their projected outcome



Year 9 Strategy

Removing Low Level Disruption



Research into Low Level 
Disruption

OFSTED 

The findings from that survey show that teachers, parents and carers are rightly
concerned about the frequent loss of learning time through low-level but 
persistent disruptive behaviour. 

This report demonstrates that, in too many schools, teachers are frustrated by 
this sort of behaviour

The findings set out in this report are deeply worrying. This is not because pupils’
safety is at risk where low-level disruption is prevalent, but because this type of
behaviour has a detrimental impact on the life chances of too many pupils.

YouGov surveys show that pupils are potentially losing up to an hour of learning 
each day because of this kind of disruption in classrooms. 

This is equivalent to 38 days of teaching lost per year. A large number of pupils, 
therefore are being denied a significant amount of valuable learning time



What is Low Level Disruption?



So how do we avoid low level 
disruption?

• Attend School - understand the importance of 
lesson time.

• Arrive on time to lessons. 
• Leave social issues outside the lesson
• Focus fully on all teacher instructions
• Focus fully on all tasks set
• Don’t distract someone else from working
• Don’t go to the toilet during lessons
• Set work time at home where there are no 

distractions-NO PHONE
• Complete homework on time
• Avoid distractions, think about what is important!



Required Equipment

• Black Pen

• HB Pencil

• Rubber

• Ruler 

• Calculator



Revision guides



Year 9 Key Dates 2019-20

12th September - Information Evening 6:30pm – 7:30pm
27th September– INSET
3rd October– Early closure 12:20 (Open Evening)
15th October – Personal Development Learning Day 1
25th October– Charity Day
5th December – Carol Service 7pm
6th December – INSET
20th December – Early closure 12.30pm
6th January – Late start 11am
5th February – Personal Development Learning Day 2
5th March – World Book Day
28th March- Year 8/9 French Study trip
10th June – Parents Evening 4:15pm – 6:45pm
23rd June - Personal Development Learning Day 3
25th June - Summer Concert
26th June – PE Awards Evening (Invitation only)
1-3rd July - School Production
6th July – Yr. 7-10 Awards Evening (Invitation only)
13th July – Sports Day 
15th July – Reward Trip
17th July - End of term 12.00pm



Communicating with school
Pastoral Query Curriculum Query

Tutor

Guidance Manager

Progress Director

Senior Leadership Team

Class Teacher

Head of Department

Progress Director

Senior Leadership Team

k.palmer@toynbee.hants.sch.uk s.magee@toynbee.hants.sch.uk

mailto:K.palmer@toynbee.hants.sch.uk
http://h.uk


Communication

• Emails 

• For general class issues, it is best to go straight to the class teacher

• Email addresses are generic: 
firstinitial.surname@toynbee.hants.sch.uk

mailto:firstinitial.surname@toynbee.hants.sch.uk


Thank you for coming


