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This booklet represents the beginning of your child’s venture into Key Stage 4, which is a very 
exciting period. I am sure you will take the time to read this document carefully as certain choices 
will have to be made which could affect students’ future career pathways. The need to move to a 
three year GCSE programme is due to the increased rigour, knowledge and content of the new 
specification in all subjects. 
  
At Toynbee School, we are proud that we can offer a broad and balanced curriculum where all 
pupils can feel that most of their wishes have been met. Indeed, Ofsted rated the Toynbee 
School curriculum as a 'strength of the school’. We meet all the statutory regulations and yet, they 
also said we “enhance the curriculum in so many other ways through extra enrichment 
opportunities”. Our aim is to still offer a curriculum which brings out the potential of all of our 
pupils and meets their personalised learning needs, whilst adapting each year to significant new 
regulations. 
  
The core is compulsory and taken by everyone. The exam subjects within the core curriculum 
offer pupils relevant pathways to suit individual needs. These are outlined in this booklet.  
  

 English    

 Mathematics 

 Science    

 Core Physical Education (no Exam) 
 
Toynbee has a very traditional and successful curriculum where pupils have the opportunity to 
choose four options for GCSE.  Whilst a number of schools have reduced the number of options 
a pupil has at Key Stage 4, Toynbee has maintained four as giving pupils as much choice as 
possible is a key principle behind the Toynbee curriculum.  It is possible to follow different 
pathways of learning, assessment and subjects taken. Pupils, along with parents and teachers, 
should consider which of these pathways best suits their needs and strengths.  
 
Whilst we endeavour to give pupils their preferred choices at GCSE, I need to make it very clear 
from the outset that this is not always possible.  Ideally, every pupil would have their first choices 
at GCSE but some subjects will have to be limited for a variety of reasons.  For example, some 
subjects have to be limited to a maximum of 18 pupils for health and safety reasons.  Likewise, 
some subjects are limited by having just one specialist able to teach it.  Equally, if only a small 
number opt for a subject, the school may have to make a decision on whether it can viably run as 
a subject that year.  Therefore, this all has an impact on the choices made by pupils.  You have 
my assurance that throughout the process that should a situation occur where an option is not 
possible, I will communicate this to you and discuss further options. 
  
 

An additional consideration is the introduction of the English Baccalaureate qualification. 
This is a summative award which is given for success now 9-4 level only in all elements of a 
combination of subjects. These include the core of English, Mathematics, Science (two 
passes at level 4 or higher in Computer Science or Separate Sciences), a Modern Foreign 
Language (MFL) and a humanities subject, which must be either History or Geography. 
  
 

This suite of subjects, if followed and all parts subsequently achieved at 9-4, will gain an 
English Baccalaureate award. It could be that in the future, universities, etc. may look at this 
as part of an entry, although of course achievement at Level 3 A Level courses post-16 is 
presently still the major criteria along with GCSE and students own individual CV.  
  
The rationale behind this qualification is to demonstrate success in a wide range of areas 
and to ensure a breadth of choices available to students at all levels. This has been the 
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philosophy Toynbee School has held for a number of years. This is why this suite of subjects 
can still be chosen alongside additional GCSE courses in areas of pupils’ particular interests 
or strengths.   
  
Some pupils for whom a full suite of four choices (at Level 2 GCSE) may not be in their best 
interest may be offered a more personalised curriculum to suit their individual needs. These 
pupils will be identified by the school and they will receive appropriate guidance throughout 
this process by relevant staff working alongside their parents or carers. 
  
Students should take religious studies in Key Stage 4 in accordance with the statutory 
regulations in England, unless parents decide to remove their child and indicate as such on 
the return form. In addition, parents can be assured that with our two hours a week extended 
tutor programme and personal development learning (PDL) days, we provide components of 
personal social and health education (PSHE) dealing with issues including spiritual, moral, 
social and cultural (SMSC) education. This non-examination learning will also include 
elements of career guidance, enterprise and work related learning as legally required. 
  
The course descriptions shown in the booklet should be looked at carefully, paying careful 
attention to the amount of practical and/or written examination, coursework requirement and 
method of assessment. The strength and motivation of individual pupils should be the prime 
consideration for effective choice of subjects or route ways. Not surprisingly, pupils who are 
engaged in both their subjects and the type of learning will achieve better throughout Key 
Stage 4. 

 
 

KEY DATES 

 

 Monday 5th March 2018: Year 8 curriculum evening 6.30pm till 8.30pm. 
 

 12th – 16th March 2018: Mock GCSE choices completed by pupils to ascertain potential 
numbers for each subject and to inform the rest of the process. 

 

 Thursday 22nd March: Year 8 Parents’ Evening 
 

 Friday 23rd March: Finalised GCSE Courses form released to pupils 
 

 The GCSE Courses return form should be completed and returned to Mr Kerwood via 

tutors by Thursday 19th April (after the Easter holidays) at the very latest or at 
any time before that date. This will allow me to begin to consider pupil preferences as 
soon as possible.  
 

 Where necessary, I may need to interview a number of pupils during May to explore the 
rationale behind the subject selections. Your course choices will be finalised during 
the summer term.  

 

I wish all our Year 8 pupils every success as they both start and prepare for Key Stage 4. I 
hope they enjoy the opportunity to build and plan for their future at Toynbee School and 
beyond. 
  
Mr A Kerwood 
Assistant Headteacher 
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All pupils will study both English Language and English Literature. 
   
Pupils will receive a separate grade for each subject. 
  

English Language GCSE 
  
Candidates will sit two terminal examinations (100% of total marks) 
 
Exams will assess skills in reading and writing.   
 
Reading will be assessed through response to 19th, 20th and 21st century fiction and non-
fiction texts.  All texts will be unseen, prior to examination. 
 
Writing will be assessed through creative and transactional tasks in response to the texts 
and questions in the exam. 
 
Examination time: 1 hour 45 minutes / 2 hours. 
 
Pupils will also complete a speaking and listening presentation.  This will be graded 
separately to the written examination. 
 
 

English Literature GCSE 
  
Candidates will sit two terminal examinations (100% of total marks) 
 
Pupils will study one text from each of the following in preparation for examination: 
 

A play by Shakespeare 
Modern Prose or Drama 
A 19th Century novel from a British writer 
Poetry (including analysis of an unseen poem) 

 
Examinations will include extracts from texts for pupils to respond to.  Complete copies of 
texts studied will not be available in the exam. 
 
There will be no tiered entry. All students are required to sit the same examinations, 
whatever their ability, for both English Language and literature 
 
Examination Boards:   
English Language: Eduqas (formerly WJEC) 
English Literature: AQA 
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Mathematics GCSE 
 
Mathematics remains a key qualification for all pupils. A degree of competence in 

Mathematics is desired by employers of all types as well as being a requirement for many 

college courses. Many pupils will go on from Toynbee School and develop their Mathematics 

further either through study or through work. We hope that students at Toynbee School are 

able to acquire the skills necessary for examination success as well as being able to enjoy 

the subject in its own right. 

  

Recently there have been significant changes nationally to all GCSE Mathematics 

examinations which will affect the GCSEs taken by current Year 9 students. We are still 

awaiting finalised details from the government and the exam boards before we are able to 

confirm our structure for the new GCSE course. 

 

However, pupils will still be set according to mathematical ability and will follow a course 

suited to their needs. We use a variety of resources, from textbooks, worksheets, activities, 

projects, research and ICT to ensure a more varied coverage of the syllabus.  

   

Homework will be set regularly and will take a variety of forms, from worksheets, research 

tasks, and online homework to revision. We place great importance on homework as a 

means of developing confidence, independence and for consolidation. Students are 

encouraged to take an active role in their learning by always seeking help with homework 

difficulties from their teacher or from elsewhere. 

  

It is vital that each student brings basic items of mathematical equipment to every lesson, 

including a suitable calculator (preferably a scientific calculator). All such items can be 

purchased from the Mathematics Department at reasonable prices. 

  

Assessment 
100% exam based 
Three papers, each 1h 30 min in duration (Two calculator papers and one non-calculator 
paper) 
 
Students will be entered either for the Higher or Foundation tier. 
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AQA Science: Combined Science (2 GCSEs) and Triple Science (3 
GCSEs) 

  
Why Science? 
  
The Science courses at Toynbee aim to inspire and challenge our pupils of all abilities and 

aspirations. The Science courses should give you a good scientific background, whether or 

not you go on to study beyond GCSE level. 

  

Studying Science will help you to: 

  

 Develop skills and critical thinking. 

 Understand and evaluate the Science that affects you in your everyday life. 

 Gain access to careers, particularly in Science and Technology. 

 Gain access to further education in science. 

  

Which Science? 

  

Majority of pupils will take the Combined Science GCSE AQA board. This GCSE course 

is equivalent to two GCSEs. This Combined Science consists of: Biology, Chemistry and 

Physics modules incorporating ‘how science works through required experimental 

techniques which will be assessed in the terminal exam. There is no coursework.  

 

There are six papers: two biology, two chemistry and two physics. Each of the papers will 

assess knowledge and understanding from distinct topic areas. Each paper is 1 hour 15 

minutes in length. 

  

Selected pupils will study the Triple Science route. This comprises of three GCSEs, 

Biology, Chemistry and Physics GCSE. This course is particularly suitable for pupils who 

are particularly gifted or able in science. For each of the three GCSEs there are modules 

incorporating ‘how science works through required experimental techniques which will be 

assessed in the terminal exam. There is no coursework.  

 

There are six papers: two biology, two chemistry and two physics. Each of the papers will 

assess knowledge and understanding from distinct topic areas. Each paper is 1 hour 45 

minutes in length. 
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Core Physical Education 
  

Physical Education at Key Stage 4 differs from that in Key Stage 3 in many ways. 

  

Physical Education in Key Stage 4 aims to concentrate on further developing leadership 

skills, alongside their own interests in a wide range of sport and leisure activities. Students 

have the opportunity to further develop specific areas of sport to a higher level of learning 

and participation.  

  

After this, pupils rotate round a program of activities which aim to include off-site activities if 

possible. The emphasis of the program is on lifestyle and leisure time after their time at 

Toynbee School.  

 

It is hoped that at some point in the Key Stage will be offered an accredited course in 

leadership. These courses are chosen from the junior football organiser’s award, badminton 

leaders, netball leaders, rugby leaders and dance leaders. Some students may be given the 

opportunity to study the Sports Leaders Level 2 course. This is the highest level leadership 

course that can be taught in secondary schools. 

   

In the Summer Term, pupils will compete in an athletics competition. Following this they can 

opt to study two summer activities chosen from, cricket, rounder’s, softball and tennis. Sports 

Day heats will happen in lessons as in Key Stage 3. 

   

The way in which the two year program is run puts a lot of emphasis on the pupils organising 

themselves. Lessons start at different times and may be at different on-site and off-site 

facilities; therefore pupils will need to be in the correct place at the correct time, wearing 

correct kit. 
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Modern Foreign Languages: French & Spanish 

 

 

The United Kingdom is part of a global market and therefore it is increasingly important to 

have some knowledge of a language when applying for colleges, universities and jobs.  

Employers will look more favourably on applicants who have a qualification in a foreign 

language and research shows that second language speakers get paid more once they do 

get a job.   

 

Languages are useful, if not essential, in many sectors of employment: international 

business, public service and even manual trades.  At Key Stage 4 you can study French or 

Spanish GCSE at Toynbee School.   

 

The aim of the GCSE is to teach pupils to communicate effectively and confidently in the 

target language and to develop a positive awareness of the people and culture of French 

and Spanish speaking countries.  The courses provide a good foundation for study at A level 

in Foreign Languages. 

 

Pupils will learn to understand and communicate opinions while referring to past, present 

and future events, in both written and spoken language. 

 

Theme 1: Identity and Culture 

 Topic 1 – Me, my family and friends 

 Topic 2 – Technology in everyday life 

 Topic 3 – Free-time activities 

 

Theme 2: Local, national, international and global areas of interest 

 Topic 1 – Home, town, neighbourhood and region 

 Topic 2 – Social issues 

 Topic 3 – Global issues 

 

Theme 3: Current and future study and employment 

 Topic 1 – My Studies 

 Topic 2 – Life at School/College 

 Topic 3 – Education post-16 

 Topic 4 – Jobs, career choices and ambitions 

 

Syllabus: 

 

AQA French and Spanish GCSE 

 

Assessment: 

Pupils will be entered for the same level (Foundation or Higher) in all four skills: 
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Paper 1 – Listening: 25% of GCSE                         

Understanding and responding to different types of spoken language 

 

Written Exam:  

 35 minutes Foundation Tier and 45 minutes Higher Tier 

 40 marks at Foundation Tier and 50 marks at Higher Tier 

 

Paper 2 – Speaking: 25% of GCSE                          

Communicating and interacting effectively in speech for a variety of purposes 

 

Recorded by teacher in April/May of year 11:  

 

 7 -9 minutes (F) plus preparation time 

 10 – 12 minutes (H) plus preparation time 

 60 marks for each of Foundation and Higher Tiers 

 

Paper 3 – Reading: 25% of GCSE 

Understanding and responding to different types of written language 

 

Written Exam:   

 45 minutes (F) and 1 hour (H) 

 60 marks for each of Foundation and Higher Tier 

 

Paper 4 – Writing: 25% of GCSE 

Communicating effectively in writing for a variety of purposes 

 

Written Exam:  

 1 hour (F), 1 hour 15 minutes (H) 

 50 marks at Foundation tier and 60 marks at Higher Tier 

 

 

If you require any further information please speak to your child’s MFL teacher or contact 

Miss Butler, Director of Specialism, on e.butler@toynbee.hants.sch.uk. 

  

mailto:e.butler@toynbee.hants.sch.uk
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Geography is a subject that is both modern and forward thinking. It acts as a foundation that 

provides skills and opportunities valid in virtually all areas of future study or career pathways. 

There has never been a more important time to have a qualification in Geography, especially 

with the introduction of the English Baccalaureate.  

 

The Geography Department’s GCSE results in 2017 placed us in the top two Hampshire 

schools for progress.  

 

Requirements for the course: a genuine interest in the modern world, environmental 

issues and sustainable futures.  

  

Course Structure 

 

 Paper 1: Living with the natural environment (35% of their final grade). 1 hour 

30 minute exam at the end of year 11. 

 Paper 2: Challenges of the human environment (35% of their final grade). 1 

hour 30 minute exam at the end of year 11. 

 Paper 3: Geographical skills and application (30% of their final grade). 1 hour 

15 minute exam at the end of year 11.  

 

Course Content 

 

Living with the natural environment: Challenges of the human environment: 

 

 Tectonic hazards 

 Climatic hazards 

 Extreme weather 

 Climate change 

 Physical landscapes in the UK 

 UK coastlines 

 UK rivers 

 Tropical rainforests 

 Hot and cold desert ecosystems 

 

 Population 

 Migration 

 Urban regeneration 

 Sustainable living 

 Urban issues and challenges 

 Economic development 

 Resource management 

 Food resources 

 Water resources 

 Energy 

 
 

 

GCSE Fieldwork 

 

The GCSE no longer contains any controlled assessment. However students will still be 

conducting a human and physical fieldwork at a local site. These findings will now be 

assessed in paper 3.   
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GCSE Grades 

 

The GCSE will be graded on the scale 9-1. 

 

Progression Routes / Career Pathways 

 

Geography is almost limitless in its progression and career opportunities. At colleges, 

traditional AS Level Geography is widely taught, alongside alternative options such as 

Environmental Science, Earth Sciences, Geology, Leisure and Tourism, Economics and 

Politics. 

 

Geography is a strong academic subject highly prized by many universities as an excellent 

skill based subject suitable for progression to virtually all university degree courses. The 

skills taught in Geography are decision making, understanding of modern world issues, data 

handling and analysis, reasoning and understanding of cause and effect.  

These skills are highly desirable in all career choices and options. Friends who have studied 

alongside Toynbee School’s Geography staff at University, have gone to work in diamond 

mining, environmental research, law, crisis management, armed forces, accountancy, sports 

management, construction industry landscape design, politics, advertising, oil, civil 

engineering, publishing, airlines, travel, banking, marketing and many more diverse areas. 

  

Geography is no longer just about maps, and knowing where places are. It studies the 

human interaction with a modern and fast changing world. Indeed it is the only subject that 

considers, in detail, the future, economics, globalisation, and our place in the modern world. 

As Simon Jenkins wrote in the Guardian Newspaper  

  

“Geography in the widest sense of the concept remains to me the queen of sciences. It is 

hard to think of a geography subject that does not affect people and that is not affected by 

their actions. What people do affects the natural world as never before.  

 

In fact geography is the one practical discipline we really need to tell us how the Earth is 

progressing. The evidence shows that students who study geography through their school 

lives become some of the most employable people in our society.” 

  

  

Examination Board:  AQA 

Syllabus: GCSE Geography 
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People study History because they enjoy learning about the past. It helps us to understand 

our heritage and enables us to learn about people; it allows us to make sense of the world 

around us and makes us aware of our rights and how we can play an effective role in 

society. History gives us the opportunity to develop important skills; the written and oral 

communication of thoughts and ideas; working independently and with others; organisation, 

research, adaptability and the ability to criticise. All these skills help to create a mature and 

employable person.  

 

Apart from being interesting, History is very useful. Employers who see that you have a 

qualification in History know certain things about you. They will know that you can analyse 

evidence, construct clear written arguments, evaluate the impact and consequences of 

events and individuals, and be able to see both sides to the story. History is a useful, and 

often a necessary subject for a lot of careers, and not just the obvious ones. Conservation 

and environmental work, town planning, building restoration and tourism all require some 

knowledge of history.  

 

History is also a good qualification for journalists, TV researchers, police and lawyers – and 

if you want to be a scientist you will need to communicate effectively, work with and manage 

other people. Employers and universities like to see that you have followed a balanced 

course at school. History is an important part of keeping that balance. 

 

The new History GCSE offers an exciting new course that will fire a pupil’s enthusiasm for 

the subject and ensure that they gain a meaningful understanding of the past and the way it 

has shaped society.  The GCSE addresses fundamental issues in human history bringing 

together people, events and issues that are fascinating and engaging.  Pupils will study and 

develop a range of skills and concepts looking at interpretations, source analysis, diversity 

and local history, as well as investigating themes across history and developing expertise in 

particular time periods. 

 

Examination Board: Eduqas (formerly WJEC) 

 

Course Structure: 

 

Component 1: Studies in Depth – 50% of overall grade – 2hour exam (split into two 1 hour 

papers) – sat at the end of year 11 

 Conflict and Upheaval: England, 1337 – 1381 

 The USA: A Nation of Contrasts, 1910 – 1929 

 

Component 2: Studies in Breadth – 50% of overall grade – 2 hour exam (split into two 

papers of 45 minutes and 1 hour 15 minutes) – sat at the end of year 11 

 The Development of Germany, 1919 – 1991 

 Changes in Health and Medicine in Britain, c.500 to the present day 

 

The components will consist of the following topics: 

 

 

HISTORY 
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Conflict and Upheaval: England, 1337 - 1381 

This topic focuses in depth on selected themes and issues relating to the history of England 

in the period 1337-1381. Pupils will study the main political, social and economic issues of 

the time.  Pupils will discover life in the 14th Century; the Hundred Years’ War, the Black 

Death and the Peasants’ Revolt. Studies will include analysing a range of historical sources 

and interpretations. 

 

The USA: A Nation of Contrasts, 1910 – 1929 

 

This topic focuses in depth on the history of the USA between1910 and 1929. Pupils will 

study the problems and challenges in America during this time period including immigration, 

corruption, prohibition, gangsters and the Wall Street Crash. Pupils will also study the 

development of culture and society in this period including the Jazz Age and the rise of 

Hollywood. Studies will include analysing a range of historical sources and interpretations. 

 

The development of Germany 1919 – 1991 

This topic focuses on the key trends and turning points that have affected the development 

of Germany between 1919 and 1991. Pupils will consider the developments, events and 

personalities which have shaped the recent history of Germany. Pupils will examine the 

major political, social, economic and cultural perspectives which have affected the lives of 

the German people over the whole of this period. Some examples of developments studied 

include Nazi Germany and the division of East and West Germany.   

 

Changes in Health and Medicine in Britain c.500 to the present day 

This topic focuses thematically on the main trends in the history of health and medicine in 

Britain from c.500 to the present day. Pupils consider the causes, treatment and prevention 

of illness and disease, advances in medical knowledge, developments in patient care and 

advances in public health and welfare over time. Pupils will also examine the major political, 

social, economic and cultural perspectives which have contributed to the development of 

health and medicine from c.500 to the present day.  As part of this option pupils investigate a 

historical site which will be the Western Front during World War One (1914 – 1918).   

GCSE Grades: 

The GCSE will be graded on the scale 9-1. 
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GCSE Art and Design is suitable for those who have an interest in and enthusiasm for the 

subject. 

  

The GCSE course involves both critical appreciation of art as well as its practical creation. 

Work in Year 9 and 10 will be mostly teacher directed and aims to establish a confident 

working method amongst pupils, introducing them to a range of artistic materials. 

  

Year 11 encourages a greater diversity of responses and pupils are encouraged to work to 

their own strengths towards their final exhibition in May or June of that year. 

  

Art and Design is a sound basis, not only for those careers which have a direct relation to 

the arts, but also for those which require the ability to perceive and produce a variety of 

possible outcomes. Through its promotion of independent thinking and creative problem 

solving it also involves pupils in a wide range of transferable skills. 

  

This is a general art course and can include work in 2-D and 3-D and a variety of media such 

as textiles, photography and ceramics. The flexibility exists for pupils to work to their own 

strengths under teacher guidance in whichever medium they will have most success using. 

 

The Photography endorsement of the Art and Design GCSE is suitable for those who have 

an interest and enthusiasm for the subject and are excited by the prospect of seeing things 

in different ways.  

  

An important element of this syllabus is an appreciation of other artists and the development 

of a critical vocabulary. 

  

Assessment 

 

Unit 1: 60% of the final GCSE grade will come from the coursework modules, which will 

involve building a portfolio of high quality work. This work will be produced in lesson and as 

homework.  The entire two years’ worth of work will be submitted as coursework.  Pupils are 

required to produce two projects throughout the two years, most of which will be based on 

regular folder assessments which will indicate the progress made and provide feedback on 

future aims, in line with the assessment criteria. 

  

Unit  2: The remaining 40% is from the timed test which is selected from a choice of themes 

set by Edexcel and prepared for in class in the 8 – 10 weeks leading up to the 10 hour timed 

test.  During the exam a final outcome is produced.  

  

Examination Board: Edexcel. 
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Knowledge and skills embedded in Unit 1 and Unit 2; 

 

 AO1 Develop ideas through investigations, demonstrating critical understanding 

of sources 

 AO2 Refine work by exploring ideas, selecting and experimenting with 

appropriate media, materials, techniques and processes 

 AO3 Record ideas, observations and insights relevant to intentions as work 

progresses 

 AO4 Present a personal and meaningful response that realises intentions and 

demonstrates understanding of visual language 
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 Would you like to know how computers work and be able to take a look inside one and 

know what each of the different parts do? 

 

 Would you like to learn a computer language or develop your skills with programming in 
a fun way?  

 
 Applying mathematical skills required 
 

 Would you like to have a subject that is relevant to the modern world of technology? 

 

 Are you considering further study in college or university in this area so that you can: be 

a computer programmer, software developer, network engineer, database administrator 

etc. 

  

We are offering a course in computing that covers these areas. 

  

Course structure 

The OCR GCSE in Computing is offered in three units. 

  

Unit 1- Computer Systems:  

This includes systems architecture, memory, storage, wired and wireless networks, network 

topologies, protocols and layers, system security, system software and ethical, legal, cultural 

and environmental concerns. This unit is assessed with an exam worth 40% of the total 

grade. 

 

Unit 2- Computational thinking, algorithms and programming:  

This includes algorithms, programming techniques, producing robust programs, 

computational logic, translators and facilities of languages and data representation. This unit 

is also assessed with an exam worth 40% of the total grade. 

 

Unit 3: Project  

Programming project in Python where students create solutions to computing tasks chosen 

from a set of options. This is also a 20 hour controlled assessment and is worth 20% of the 

qualification. 

  

Level: GCSE results are awarded on the scale 9-1.  

  

Progression routes/career pathways 

 

Information technologies continue to have a growing importance. This means there 

will be bigger demand for professionals who are qualified in this area. If learners want 

to go on to higher study and employment in the field of computer science, they will 

find that this course provides a superb stepping stone. Learners who have taken a 

computing GCSE and who then progress to study the subject at A Level, university or 

at work will have a sound underpinning knowledge of this subject area 

COMPUTER SCIENCE 
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This course is aimed at pupils who have an interest in the study of dance which is broad 

based. The specification focuses on the aesthetic and artistic qualities of dance and the 

symbolic use of movement to express and communicate ideas and concepts through the 

interrelated processes of performance, choreography and appreciation. Pupils will study 

dance works, including those from a professional repertoire alongside their own personal 

development of performing skills and choreographic devices, which can be in any style 

providing the choice allows them to access the full range of assessment criteria. 

  

Component 1: Performance and choreography: Internally marked and externally 

moderated 

 

Performance: 

(30% of GCSE – 40 marks: 15 marks for set phrases and 25 marks duet/trio 

performance) 

 

 Set phrases through a solo performance (approximately one minute in duration) 

Students must demonstrate their ability to accurately perform each set phrase 

and be able to interpret and replicate in terms of action, space and dynamics. 

Through study and practice students must be able to perform three of these 

phrases as a soloist. 

 Duet/trio performance (three and a half minutes in duration). This dance must 

include each students’ three selected phrases (from the solo performance) to 

ensure an appropriate level of sophistication, complexity and challenge. Students 

must understand and apply the following expressive skills to their performance: 

projection, use of focus, spatial awareness, musicality, phrasing, facial 

expression and sensitivity to other dancers. 

Choreography: 

(30% of GCSE – 40 MARKS) 

 

 Solo or group choreography – a solo (two to two and a half minutes) or a group 

dance for two to five dancers (three to three and a half minutes) Students must 

be able to choreograph and respond creatively to an externally set stimulus. 

 To create their dance, students must know, understand and be able to use the 

following choreographic processes, including: research, improvisation, selection, 

development, structure, refining and synthesising ideas. 

 Students must be able to demonstrate how they have independently 

choreographed their dance by completing a choreographic log. This includes 

programme notes, which requires the student to outline their choreographic 

intent. 

 

Total component 60% 

 

 

 

 

Dance 



22 

 

Component 2: Dance appreciation: 

 

Written paper: 1 hour 30 minutes (80 marks – 40% of total marks) 

 Candidates will study prescribed professional works and will answer a written 

paper focusing on critical analysis and an understanding of the professional 

works. Some questions will focus on candidate’s critical evaluation of their own 

work, based on their performance, choreography and GCSE Dance anthology. 

The anthology consists of eight short professional works and students must study 

these in their entirety and be prepared to describe, analyse, interpret, evaluate 

and reflect upon the works in response to short answer and extended writing 

questions. 

 

Total component 40% 

 

Examination Board:  AQA. 
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“All the world’s a stage ……….” 

If you are reading this page, you are probably interested in Drama already. You may enjoy 

performing in front of others, being creative, reading scripts or devising your own ideas. 

Perhaps you also enjoy watching Drama, and evaluating how and why a performance 

worked. Maybe you relish independent research. If the above apply to you, you should 

consider opting for GCSE Drama.  

  

Many people think that GCSE Drama is simply for those who want to be an actor, or follow 

Drama later on in their education. This is simply not the case. Drama can help you to 

develop many personal skills that are very useful for anyone, such as:  

communication skills, teamwork, leadership skills and time management. Being able to 

present yourself confidently and effectively is extremely important in the modern world, and 

as you move into college or employment, you will realise that the skills you have learnt within 

drama can help you.  

 

The underlying principles of the Drama course are: 

 Working in groups, generating, developing and communicating ideas  

 Evaluating your own work, that of your peers, and of professional companies 

 Developing and demonstrating a range of practical, creative and characterisation 

skills for performance 

 Considering  and exploring the social, historical and cultural influences on drama, 

through studying a full script 

 To create an interesting written portfolio of work, which explains the creation, 

rehearsal and performance process for devising. This will also include photos, 

diagrams, set designs etc.  

 

Some key things to remember: 

 You will need to perform regularly in front of your class and teacher. You will also 

have at least two evening performances per year in front of a public audience, 

including a visiting examiner in Year 11. If this fills you with absolute fear and 

dread, then GCSE Drama is probably not for you. 

 You will also need to attend three compulsory theatre trips per year (mostly local 

to keep costs down).  

 If older siblings or relatives have taken GCSE Drama, they may not have studied 

this NEW specification.  

 

Assessment  

 

Is broken down into three different component areas; 
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Component 1: Understanding 

Drama (40%) 

Component 2: 

Devising Drama (40%) 

Component 3: 

Texts in Practice (20%) 

 

Written Exam  

At the end of Year 11 . 1 hour 

45mins 

Section A:  

Multiple Choice on theatre 

terminology (4marks) 

Section B:  

Four questions on a given extract 

from a set play (46marks) 

Section C:  

a two part question on a live 

production seen (30marks) 

 

 

Creating a piece of devised work 

based on a given stimulus, 

keeping a written portfolio 

throughout.  

 

Performing this, analysing and 

evaluating in the portfolio.  

Working in groups.  

 

Written Portfolio: (60marks) 

Final Performance: (20marks) 

 

 

Students perform two key 

extracts from one play.  

One extract can be performed as 

a monologue, the other must be 

in a group. 

 

Performance of Extract 1: 

(25marks)  

Performance of Extract 2: 

(25marks) 

 

 

 

 

Please speak to Mrs Azor or any other member of the Drama Department if you have 

any questions.  

 

Examination Board:  AQA. 
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If you are enjoying creating and performing music at KS3 then Music GCSE could be right 
for you. 
 
Music GCSE isn’t just for those who want to make a career in music, it also develops many 
key skills such as creativity, confidence, self-discipline, time management and teamwork. 
 
GCSE Music explores a large range of musical styles and genres. You will learn in depth 
how music is composed and how to identify elements within music. 
 
The course is made up of three components. 
 

1. Performing – 30% of the GCSE is made up of performances. You will do 2 
performances, one solo and one ensemble, which will be recorded in year 11 and 
sent to the exam board. During years 10 and 11 you will be expected to do most of 
your performing work outside of lesson time and during your instrumental/vocal 
lessons. There will, however, be in class performance opportunities once a term. 

2. Composing – 30% of the GCSE is made up of composing. You will write 2 
compositions throughout the course, one to a brief and the other in any style you 
choose. You will be taught throughout the GCSE how to compose in many different 
styles. 

3. Music Appreciation and Understanding – 40% of the GCSE is about listening. There 
is a 1 hour 30 minute exam at the end of year 11. For the exam, you will be listening 
to extracts of music and answering questions about the musical elements within the 
music.  

 
Exam Board: AQA 
 
 
Do I need to play an instrument? 
 
If you don’t currently play an instrument it isn’t a problem. You will, however, need to start 
instrumental or singing lessons, as you will need to be able to play an instrument or sing for 
the performance component of the GCSE. GCSE Music pupils get discounted lessons in 
school for £50 per term. 
 
You don’t need to already be a good composer or performer to take the GCSE as we teach 
you everything from the beginning in year 9.  
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National Curriculum GCSE examinations in: Design and Technology, Food Prep & Nutrition, 
and Computer Science (In EBacc section).  These are quite separate GCSE examination 
courses.  
 
Design Technology education is unique because students: 
 

 Look to the future and are creative and innovative 
 Design and make products and services, using a variety of materials, that work well 

and look good 
 Make design decisions that matter to the users of the products and services and to 

the wider world 
 Draw on a wide range of knowledge to solve problems in relevant, real life contexts 
 Develop an enterprising attitude and take risks 
 See opportunities and make things happen. 

 
Design plays a very important part in our lives. It controls and affects much of what we do, 
and is an increasingly important activity as society’s demands have become more complex. 
  
Designing is an activity which uses a wide range of experiences, knowledge and skills to find 
the best solution to a problem. Good design involves the rigorous intellectual exercise of 
identifying and clarifying a problem, analysing demands and making thoughtful responses, 
creating the solution and then testing its effectiveness.  
  
This is a highly creative activity and on the course in Year 10 you will improve upon the 
knowledge that you have acquired in the lower school and apply it to a range of set problems 
based on the syllabus requirements. This will prepare you for your individual examination 
projects which will require mature individual commitment. The nature of learning with these 
courses prepares pupils for the responsibilities and styles of study in colleges, university and 
work-based training. 
  
  
1) Design and technology (OCR) 
   
Are you the designer of the future? Do you like exploring new ideas? 
 
Design and Technology offers students the opportunity to combine art and design, science, 
and technology to create new products that can be used in every day contexts.  Inspiring a 
love of design and technology, they will draw on authentic design practice and 
contemporary technologies.  Students will be able to engage in a variety of contexts to 
understand and appreciate the design and manufacture of existing products, making them 
more empathetic designers and more discriminating purchasers.  
 
Within the course, they will use creativity and flair to combine a wide range of materials 
including resistant materials, textiles, electronic products and smart materials. 
 
Designing is a process based activity involving the progressive engagement with a problem 
which requires thinking, creating, inventing, predicting, experimenting, decision making, 
constant evaluation and  modification. The range of communication methods is wide and 
becoming wider through increasing use of ICT. Students will use a variety of notes, 
sketches, formal drawings, photographs, computer programs and 3d modelling to represent 
their ideas. Far greater emphasis will be given to 3d Modelling and prototyping than at KS3. 

NEW TECHNOLOGIES 
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During the foundation year, students will be encouraged to design, model and prototype 
using a selection of materials to ensure breadth of knowledge whilst the final portfolio will 
reflect their own choices.  Practical tasks will develop higher level making skills to enable 
students to produce quality products.  
 
Assessment   
Single tiered assessment covering grades: A*– G to cater for students of all abilities. 
 
Written paper (50% of the total marks) 
This component brings together the learners ‘core’ and ‘in-depth’ knowledge and 
understanding.  

Core knowledge of Design and Technology principles demonstrates learners’ broad understanding 
of principles that all learners should have across the subject including all materials.  

In-depth knowledge allows learners to focus more directly on at least one main material category, 
or design engineering.  
 

 100 marks. 
 2 hours. 

 One paper with two sections 
 A minimum of 15% of the paper will assess learners’ mathematical skills as 

applied within a design technology context. 
  
Controlled assessment (coursework) (50% of the total marks) 
100 marks 
 
This component offers the opportunity for learners to demonstrate understanding of and 
skills in iterative designing, in particular: 

 the interrelated nature of the processes used to identify needs and requirements 
(explore) 

 creating solutions to meet those needs (create) 
 evaluating whether the needs have been met (evaluate). 

As an outcome of their challenge, learners will produce a chronological portfolio and one 
final prototype(s). It is through the iterative processes of designing that learners draw on 
their wider knowledge and understanding of Design and Technology principles. 
 
 Progression Routes / Career Pathways 

This course provides an excellent route into GCE (A level) Product Design or Art & Design 
along with the Diplomas in Product Design at Level 3. This subject provides the foundation 
needed for careers in Architecture, Graphic Product Design, Product Design, Automotive 
Design, Fashion Design and many more. 

2) Food Preparation and Nutrition (EDUCAS) 

  

Food Preparation and Nutrition is a new GCSE where students will gain the knowledge, 
understanding of the functional properties and chemical characteristics of food as well as 
why and how the nutrients in food is effected during cooking and preparation. Students will 
establish through subject knowledge an understanding of the function of macronutrients and 
micronutrients as groups of chemical compounds that are an important and integral part of 
our daily diet. 
 
They will be covering six different food commodities in order to apply the principles of food 
science, nutrition and healthy eating. Students will create a variety of food science 
experiments relating to the various six commodities of food including Cereals, Fruit and 
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vegetables, Milk and Dairy, Meat, Fish, Poultry, Eggs, Vegetable proteins including soya and 
pulses, Fats and sugar. 
 
Food preparation skills are integrated into five core topics: 

 Food, nutrition and health 
 Food science 
 Food safety 
 Food choice 
 Food provenance. 

 
Students will learn to interpret recipes to gain a wide variety of food preparation and cooking 
skills using a selection of commodities and techniques. How nutrition affects our health, the 
nutrient sources in our diets and the scientific background of foods and cooking processes. 
 
Learning is by a combination of theory and practical lessons including food 

investigations.  

Assessment  
 
Written examination: 1 hour 45 minutes: 50% of qualification 
Two sections both containing compulsory questions and will assess the six areas of content 
A: questions based on stimulus material. 
B: structured, short and extended response questions . 
 
Non-examination assessments (2): 50% of qualification 
 
Food Investigation Assessment  15% (8hrs) 
A scientific food investigation which will assess knowledge, skills and understanding in 
relation to scientific principles of food.  A report  of 1500 words. 
 
Food Preparation Assessment  35% (12 hrs) 
Prepare, cook and present a menu which assesses the learner’s knowledge, skills and 
understanding in relation to the planning, preparation, cooking and presentation of food. 
A report will be produced of 15 sides 
 
Progression routes/career pathways 
 
Catering, hotel management, food technologist, teaching, chef, food development (product 

design), GCE A Level. Child care and health,  Environmental health, Environmental science, 

Dietician and nutrition, Healthcare ,Food science and technology ,Food industry ,Sports and 

physiotherapy. Degree courses in food related subjects e.g.: BSc(hons) in  Food Science 

and Technology, BSc (hons) Food, Nutrition and Dietetics, Public health and Nutrition, BSc 

(hons) Environmental Health, MSc Food Safety and Control, MSc Food Science, Hospitality 

business management, Food industry nutritionist, new product development.  
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In Year 9 your son/daughter can opt to study for an exam course in Physical Education. The 

courses that they study will be allocated from the two choices below 

 

GCSE Physical Education OCR Level 2 Sport Studies 

60% Exam Assessment 

40% Non-exam Assessment 

 

60% Exam Assessment 

 

Paper 1: The Human Body and movement in physical activity 

and sport (30% of GCSE) 

Topics covered: 

 Anatomy & Physiology 

 Physical Training 

 Movement Analysis 

 Data Analysis 

 

Paper 2: Socio- Cultural influences and well -being in 

physical activity and sport (30% of GCSE) 

Topics covered: 

 Sports Psychology 

 Socio-cultural influences 

 Health, fitness & well-being 

 Use of Data 

 

40% Non-exam Assessment 

 

Written Coursework (10% of GCSE) 

 Analysis & Improvement of a Sporting Activity  

Practical (30% of GCSE) 

 Practical performance in 3 activities  

 1 team, 1 individual & 1 either team or individual).  

 Students will be assessed on their ability in 

progressive skills situations and in a full game. 

Team                                         Individual 

Football                                     Athletics 

Badminton Doubles                  Badminton Singles 

Basketball                                 Dance 

Cricket                                      Golf 

Handball                                   Skiing 

Hockey                                     Race Swimming 

Netball                                      Tennis 

Rugby                                       Trampolining 

Volleyball 

25% Exam Assessment 

75% Coursework 

 

Students study 4 units chosen from the list 

below. Each is worth 25% of their final 

assessment. 

 

Unit 1  

 Contemporary Issues In Sport  

 Assessed by an exam  

 25% of GCSE 

 

Unit 2  

 Leadership in Sport  

 Assessed by coursework/practical 

leadership  

 25% of GCSE 
 

Unit 3  

 Performance in a sporting activity  

 Assessed by coursework/practical 

sport  

 25% of GCSE 
  

Students will then study one of the 

following units: 

 

Unit 4  

 Media in Sport  

 Assessed by coursework 

 25% of GCSE 
 

or 
 

Unit 5  

 Careers in the Sports Industry  

 Assessed by coursework 

 25% of GCSE 
 

 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
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All students will study a course in practical sport based around a selection from the sports 

above. The focus will be on fulfilling a student’s potential in that activity. Students, regardless 

of course will all participate in the same practical lessons. It is hoped to include the 

opportunity to gain National Governing Body leadership awards or refereeing certificates 

within this module. Parents may be asked for a financial contribution to these but this will not 

be an expectation of the course. 

 

The above courses have the same weighting with Colleges and students can achieve the full 

range of grades from 9-1 or the equivalent in sports studies. 

 

The PE department, in consultation with parents, will allocate students to the course where it 

is felt that the student has the most potential to succeed. With both courses it is essential 

that students remain fully committed to the extra -curricular PE programme in order to 

maximise their grades. 
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The WJEC Eduqas GCSE in Religious Studies: The new RS GCSE course at Toynbee 

School will suit pupils who have found RS at KS3 interesting, surprising and challenging.  It 

includes many of the issues, events and people we have already been studying. 

 

Component 1: Religious, Philosophical and Ethical Studies in the Modern World 

Written examination: 2 hours 

 

Candidates will study the following four themes; 

  

Theme 1: Issues of Relationships  

 Adultery / divorce / cohabitation / commitment / contraception / gender equality / 

responsibilities / roles 

Theme 2: Issues of Life and Death  

 Afterlife / environmental sustainability / euthanasia / evolution / abortion / quality 

of life / sanctity of life/soul 

Theme 3: Issues of Good and Evil  

 Good / evil / forgiveness / free will/ justice / morality / punishment / sin / suffering 

Theme 4: Issues of Human Rights 

 Censorship /  discrimination/  extremism /  human rights /  personal conviction /  

prejudice / relative and absolute poverty / social justice 

 

This component will be assessed by compulsory questions focusing on knowledge, 

understanding and evaluation of the identified themes. 

 

Component 2: Study of Christianity 

Candidates will study the beliefs, teachings and practices of Christianity. 

This component will be assessed by compulsory questions focussing on knowledge, 

understanding and evaluation of the subject content. 

 

Written examination: 1 hour 

25% of qualification 

Concepts including: 

 Omnipotent / Omnibenevolent / Trinity / Incarnation / Atonement / Resurrection / 

Sacraments / Evangelism 

 

Component 3: Study of a World Faith 

Candidates will study the beliefs, teachings and practices of Islam 

This component will be assessed by compulsory questions focusing on knowledge, 

understanding and evaluation of the subject content. 

 

Written examination: 1 hour 

25% of qualification 

 

 

 

RELIGIOUS STUDIES 



32 

 

Concepts including: 

 Tawhid / Prophethood / Halal (permitted) Haram (forbidden) / Greater and Lesser 

Jihad / Mosque / Shariah (straight path)/  Ummah 

 

The WJEC Eduqas GCSE in Religious Studies: 

 

 develops learners’ knowledge and understanding of religions and non-religious 

beliefs, such as atheism and humanism 

 

 develops learners’ knowledge and understanding of religious beliefs, teachings, 

practices, and sources of wisdom and authority, including through their reading of 

key religious texts, other texts, and scriptures of the religions they are studying 

 

 develops learners’ ability to construct well-argued, well-informed, balanced and 

structured written arguments, demonstrating their depth and breadth of understanding 

of the subject 

 

 provides opportunities for learners to engage with questions of belief, value, 

meaning, purpose, truth, and their influence on human life 

 

 challenges learners to reflect on and develop their own values, beliefs and 

attitudes in the light of what they have learnt and contributes to their preparation 

for adult life in a pluralistic society and global community. 

 

RS GCSE qualifications are reported on a nine point scale from 9-1.  
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